ORANGE COUNTY ... CHALLENGES AND ISSUES {cont'd)

Familics, The phenomenon known as the "echo boom®™ refers o the chil-
dren of post-Waorld War 1l “baby boomers.” The continuing growth in this
generation alse presents a challenge.  Aleng with immigrant chilidren, the
echo boom is increasing the need for pre-
school and school facilities and eventual-
Iy o sone exlenl the need for juvenile
and adult correction facilities and pro-
grams. The “echo boomers™ are hegin-
ning to reach their middle and Bte een
years, A Sherils office study predicied a
100 increase in people ages 15-19 in the
year 2000, with an  increase of G61%
expecied by the yvear 20000 Statistics
show most crimes ane committed by
young males between 15 and 30
years of age, Aslde from e “echo
boom,” the ower-
all population af
the Counpy will
continue to rise
in  the nexi
decade.  [f the
ratc of criminal
activity of peo-
ple within a par-
ticular age
Eroup  remains
the same, the
atiual  number
of crimes will rise as (e overall population of that group mses, With the
looming “echo keom” and general population growth, staff increases may
be needed throughout the crimingl justice system - District Attorney,
Probation, and the Public Defender included. Some growth in the juvenile
system has already been experienced. The Public Defender’s juvenile case-
boad imcreased 4,8% from Fiscal Year 1999-2000 to 3000-2001, and is pro-
jected to increase 54% again in Fiscal Year 2000-2002. This increase
reflects what the “echo boom™ population projections had predicied.

The County™s 2000 Homeless Meeds Asscssment Indicates that there are
over 19000 homeless people in Orange County and 14,0060 of those are
homeless [amilies with children. Statistics also indicate that approximate-
Iy 65% of the homeless In Orange County are working (n lower paying
service sector jobs, and as a result, are unable to afford the high cost of
henasing,

To more effectively deal with this growing problem, the Board of
Superyisors directed County agencies o work in partnership with nongprafit
organizatbons, clifes, businesses, federal amd state agencies, and other
groups 1o develop a senvice delivery system that better responds to the
needs of the regions homeless, This system is known as a Continuum of

Care.
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ORANGE COUNTY ... CHALLENGES AND ISSUES (cont'd)

Recognizing that homclessness s a regional issue, last year Orange
County's 34 citics and County agencies commitied over 530 million in
“maknstream” funds to meet the needs of the regllon’s homeless. Whille pro-
grams are available to shelter and serve the hometess, signilicant gaps still
exist in the County’s Continuum of Care System,

Health Services. On November 7, 2000, Proposition 36, The Substance
Abuse and Crime Prevention Act, which provides drug treatment instead of
incarceration for cerain nonvielent drug offenders, was passed in the State
of Californda. Bascd on current referrals, over %000 adulis annually will
be eligible for treatment services. This number is higher than was origi-
nally estimated. The average number of adulis, excluding Proposition 36,
wailting to enter residential treatment s 60, and the length af tme on the
walting list is 20 days. Since there are limited General Purpose Revenues
avallable, plans are underway to form a public-private parinership o
develop residential treatment programs (o serve up o B0 adult men and
WIHREH.

In 1998, the major tobacce companics in the United States signed an
agreemeni thal seiiled out-of-cour, sutstanding litigation boughi by the
attorney  generals of 46 states. the District of Columbia and five LS.
Territories.  The Master Settbemint Agreement provides for nuamiemous
restrictions and prohibitions. including bans on the use of caroons in cig-
aretie advertlsements, youth exposure to sampling and the use of most out-
door advertisements, and included a cash setilement. Tobacco Scttlement
Revenues [TSEL to the liigants, Under the terms of the settlement, it is
estimated that Orange County will receive 3650.6 million by 2021.

Measure *H,” a local ballon initiative that took efect on July @, 3000,
restricts the use of TSR as follows: 809% for healtheare and 209% for public
safety. The kealtheare share is further restricied 1o cemain categories and
mitst supplement, nol replace existing funding for those categorics,

The Children amd Families Commission of
Orange County was created o5 a result of
Proposition 10, The Californla Children and
Familics Act of 1998, The Proposition added
a 50-cemi sales tax on whacco preducts sold
in the State and requines that the funds ralsed
be uwsed to suppont education, health and
childcare programs that promoie healthy,
carly childhood development from the prena-
tal stage w0 age Mve. The nine-member
Commission is responsible for overseeing the
allocation of approximately 350 million in
tobacoo tax revenucs received annually for
p oo e in Qrange County.
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